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South Lyon High School 
SIP Meeting Minutes 
September 21, 2022 

 
 
The meeting began at 2:35pm 
 
Present: Jim Brennan, Principal;  Carolyn Krueger, Principal’s Secretary;  Michael Murphy, Teacher; 

Mallory Buda, Teacher;  Jennifer Clement, Parent;  Patricia Szewcyk, Parent; 
Seniors:  Emily Kandt, McKenna Chembola, Caroline Crago, Sarah Kohler, Jake Reed, 
Andres Salamanca Pelarz 
Juniors:  Olivia Wilson 
Sophomores:  Lasya Averineni, Maggie Badrak, Taylor Luke, Eva Manewski, Elliott Stafford, 
Charlotte Thomas  
Freshmen:  [Reps needed] 

 
I. MEETING ATTENDANCE 

Welcome to the first SIP meeting of the 2022-23 school year!  A large group was in attendance at 
this meeting.  We went around the room and introduced ourselves.  Taking attendance was not 
an easy task. 
 
 

II. SIP OVERVIEW 
A. Mission.  Jim Brennan went over the purpose and focus of SIP.  The Committee is more than a 

rubberstamp of administrative goals and ideas.  We have increased student involvement and a 
lot of new thoughts and ideas presented.  We have also seen much of those ideas become real 
activities or events around the school.  A few new clubs started up last year and there are 
additional clubs being proposed today. 

B. All Things SLHS.   
 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Hallway Signs/Murals 

Jessica Sarrach, McKenzie Csapo, and Megan McCollum proposed painting letter signs (A, B, C, E, 
G, etc.) at the beginning of each wing of the building.  While the primary purpose of the signs 
would be to identify the wings, the proposal is for the design of these small “signs” to incorporate 
pictures that reflect the subjects that are taught in each respective wing. There was discussion 
about the general shape and size of the murals, placement, how to incorporate directional 
arrows, and further consideration of hallway murals.  Regarding a “general” mural, one thought 
was to work together with the Environmental Club and consider the use of color and design 
elements to enhance the mood and environment of the hallways.  Those in attendance liked the 
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ideas of having directional signs for the wings as well as murals in the hallways that would add 
color and help beautify the interior of the school.  While today’s discussion turned out to be a bit 
bigger in scope than intended, everyone agreed that these would be good additions to the 
building but would need careful planning and designing in order to look good when it was up on 
the wall.  This was tabled to a future meeting so the students can work further on designs. 
 
What did Elizabeth Karczynski talk about? 
        

B. New Club Proposal:  ASL Club 
American Sign Language Club.  Carter Ponsock and ________ proposed the formation of this new 
club.  The staff members that will be advising the club are Molly Copple and Cathy Cherico.  The 
purpose of the club is to promote the learning and use of sign language.  Some thoughts were 
brought up for discussion:  Since sign language is a recognized foreign language, maybe it could 
become an offered course at SLHS.  What about those students who are taking a 21(f) sign 
language class?  Would students prefer an online vs an in-person course?  Good suggestions for 
consideration as the club gets going. 
 
This club was approved.  Weekly meetings will be held on Wednesdays after school, in room 
B153.  
 

C. Baking Club 
Senior Evelyn House proposed the formation of a Baking Club.  She is an avid baker and wants to 
explore and promote baking not only because she enjoys baking and has been honing her skills 
for many years, but because baking also involves science and art, and it can be very therapeutic.  
This club will involve home-baking, fundraisers at school and will help promote a sense of 
community at SLHS.  One point raised was that SLHS has a large kitchen area in the B wing that 
might be useful for some club purpose.  Also, for baking and sales and such, it would be helpful   
Lynn Hensley, well-known to staff and students for her baking prowess, will serve as the advisor.  
The plan is to hold meetings after school every other Friday.  
 
The Baking Club was approved by all those present. 
     

D. School Branding Meeting 
Jostens presented the school branding concept at the Administrators meeting that was held in 
late June.  The idea behind creating our brand is to look at the values our school believes in and 
coming up with a “brand” that incorporates and promotes these values.  On October 18th from 1-3, 
there is a scheduled zoom meeting to discuss our logo and what it means. 
 

E. DECA Club 
McKenna Chembola presented her proposal for a DECA club at SLHS.  DECA stands for 
Distributive Education Clubs of America.  DECA is a non-profit organization that has been around 
for 75 years.  This organization is an association of marketing students that encourages the 
development of business and leadership skills through academic conferences and competitions. 
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Trumaine Ferguson, our new marketing teacher, will be the advisor.  With our new marketing 
courses at SLHS and SLEHS, this club would be a great club to be involved in for interested 
students.  Annual dues for each student is approximately $80.00 dues fee that students must pay 
in order to be a member of DECA. 
 
This club was approved. 
 

F. The “Rock” 
The “Rock” has been approved for SLHS.  Decisions to be made: 
Where should this rock be located and how do we get it there 
Will we hold a “reveal” or some type of debut process? 
There will need to be some thought and planning about a painting schedule, to include how long 
a group’s painting will remain until it’s the next group’s turn.  More to come on this. 
 

G. Bathroom Dispensers – Feminine Products 
Ari Lawrence proposed the idea of having feminine product dispensers in restrooms.   This idea 
has already been approved by Admin.  The key issues are purchasing supplies and keeping the 
dispensers stocked.  One suggestion was to solicit monetary donations from companies.  Michael 
Murphy offered Key Club’s assistance with stocking.  Mr. Brennan committed to having these 
installed and available as soon as possible. 

 
 
  IV. Issues, Concerns, Future Agenda Items 
 Cell Phone Policy/Signing out to Leave Classroom.  A student asked why students have to leave 

their phones when using the restroom during class.  If it were an emergency situation, then they 
wouldn’t have their phone on them.  While he understands the concern, the issue has been that 
too many students were leaving class to use the bathroom each day, affecting attendance and 
potentially performance in the classroom, and creating interruptions to the classroom itself.  
Students were using their phones to either pre-plan bathroom/hallways meetings with friends or 
not returning to class in a timely manner.  Administrators witnessed students using their phones 
in the hallways when on a “bathroom break” from the class.  The idea is to encourage students to 
use the restroom during passing time, to allow for restroom breaks from class when needed, but 
not to encourage long absences from class.   Mr. Brennan has received a lot of positive feedback 
from the staff and there are far less students in the hallways during class time. 

 As far as students having to sign out when they leave the classroom during class, we are 
responsible for students while they are attending classes at SLHS and are accountable for where 
they are in the building.  This policy helps us meet that requirement.  Knowing you signed out of 
class and were in a different location could be extremely important in the event of an emergency. 

 
 
Meeting adjourned @4:13pm 
 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, October 19, 2022 @2:30pm 


